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Frommer?s Alaska Cruises Ports of Call 2007: Exploring the Best Stops on the Last Frontier

frommer s alaska cruises ports of call 2007 o?er a fascinating glimpse into the
array

of destinations that de?ned Alaska cruise itineraries in that year. For travelers eager to
explore the breathtaking wilderness, vibrant towns, and unique cultural experiences of
Alaska, Frommer?s guide delivered detailed insights into the most popular and captivating
ports of call. Whether you were a ?rst-time cruiser or a seasoned explorer, these stops
provided an unforgettable journey through America?s northernmost frontier.

Alaska cruise travel has always been about more than just the onboard experience; it?s
about the places you visit, the wildlife you encounter, and the history that comes alive at
each port. In 2007, Frommer?s carefully highlighted key ports that remain favorites for
cruise enthusiasts, showcasing what made each destination special.

Understanding Frommer?s Alaska Cruises Ports of Call 2007

Cruising Alaska in 2007 was a chance to witness stunning glaciers, pristine landscapes,
and vibrant communities along the Inside Passage and beyond. Frommer?s selection of
ports of call re?ected a balance between nature-centric excursions and cultural

immersion, making sure travelers enjoyed a well-rounded experience.
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These ports were not just random stops; they were gateways into Alaska?s rich heritage
and natural wonders. Frommer?s detailed descriptions helped travelers choose cruises
that aligned with their interests, whether that meant whale watching, exploring native art,
or hiking through untouched wilderness.

What Makes Alaska Ports of Call Unique?

One of the key aspects emphasized in Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007
coverage was the distinct character each port held. Unlike typical cruise destinations with
busy urban centers, Alaska?s ports are small towns that o?er authenticity and a direct
connection to nature.

These ports often served as hubs for adventure tours?kayaking, dog sledding, and glacier
trekking. The remoteness of many Alaska ports meant visitors could experience wildlife
sightings?bears, eagles, humpbacks?right from the shoreline or on nearby excursions.
Top Ports of Call Featured in Frommer?s Alaska Cruises 2007

While several ports were featured, some stood out due to their popularity, accessibility,
and the variety of activities they o?ered. Let?s delve into some of the most notable stops
highlighted in Frommer?s 2007 guide.

Juneau ? Alaska?s Capital with a Touch of Adventure

Juneau, the state capital, was a staple port of call in 2007 and remains a favorite for
cruisers today. Frommer?s guide praised Juneau for its blend of urban amenities and
outdoor adventures. Visitors could explore the historic downtown area or take a tram up

Mount Roberts for panoramic views.
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A must-see was the Mendenhall Glacier, just a short trip from the port. Frommer?s
recommended guided tours that allowed travelers to get up close to the glacier or hike
nearby trails. Additionally, whale watching tours departing from Juneau o?ered chances to
spot humpbacks and orcas in their natural habitat.

Ketchikan ? The Salmon Capital and Cultural Hub

Known as the ?Salmon Capital of the World,? Ketchikan attracted many cruise ships in
2007. Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 guide highlighted Ketchikan?s rich
Native American heritage, particularly its totem poles, which could be admired in town or
at Totem Bight State Historical Park.

Ketchikan?s charming waterfront district was perfect for leisurely strolls, shopping, and
sampling fresh seafood. For those seeking adventure, excursions such as ?shing charters
or ?o0atplane tours to remote wilderness areas were popular options.

Skagway ? Gateway to the Klondike Gold Rush

Skagway o?ered a step back in time with its well-preserved Gold Rush-era buildings.
Frommer?s guide encouraged travelers to explore the town?s colorful history through
walking tours and visits to museums.

One of the standout experiences was the White Pass & Yukon Route Railway, a scenic
train ride that climbed through mountain passes and o?ered breathtaking views. This port
combined history, scenery, and outdoor fun, making it a highlight on many Alaska cruise

itineraries.
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Sitka ? Russian Roots and Natural Beauty

Sitka was often noted in Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 listings for its unique
cultural background in?uenced by Russian heritage. The town?s architecture, museums,
and art galleries re?ected this blend, providing a cultural feast for visitors.

Nature lovers could enjoy Sitka National Historical Park?s totem poles and hiking trails. For
more adventurous travelers, sea kayaking and ?shing were popular activities. Sitka?s
quieter, less touristy vibe appealed to those looking for a peaceful Alaskan experience.
Glacier Bay National Park ? A Natural Wonder

Though technically a national park and not a town, Glacier Bay was a highlight port of call
mentioned in Frommer?s 2007 coverage. The park?s massive tidewater glaciers and
abundant wildlife made it an awe-inspiring stop.

Cruise ships often spent hours cruising through the bay, allowing passengers to witness
calving glaciers, watch seals on ice ?0es, and spot bears along the shoreline. Frommer?s
emphasized the importance of preserving this fragile ecosystem and encouraged travelers
to appreciate its pristine beauty responsibly.

Tips for Making the Most of Alaska Ports of Call

Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 guide was not just about listing places; it also
o?ered practical advice for travelers to enhance their experiences at each stop.

Plan Shore Excursions in Advance

Since popular ports like Juneau and Ketchikan attracted many visitors, booking shore

excursions ahead of time was crucial. Frommer?s recommended researching activities that
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matched your interests?whether hiking, wildlife watching, or cultural tours?to avoid
missing out.

Packing Smart for Varied Weather

Alaska?s weather can be unpredictable, even in summer months. Frommer?s advised
bringing layered clothing, waterproof gear, and sturdy footwear to stay comfortable
during excursions that might range from rainy hikes to sunny boat rides.

Respect Local Culture and Environment

Many ports of call featured indigenous communities with rich traditions. Frommer?s
encouraged travelers to engage respectfully, support local artisans, and follow guidelines
to protect wildlife and natural habitats.

Re?ecting on Alaska Cruises from 2007 to Today

Looking back at Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 guide, it?s clear that while
some things have evolved, the core appeal of these ports remains strong. The mix of
stunning natural landscapes, rich history, and welcoming communities continues to draw
visitors.

Modern cruises have expanded options, but the foundational ports like Juneau, Ketchikan,
and Skagway still dominate itineraries, proving their timeless charm. Frommer?s early
insights helped shape how travelers approached Alaska cruises, blending adventure with
education and cultural appreciation.

For anyone interested in Alaska?s majestic beauty and unique way of life, exploring these
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ports of call?whether in 2007 or today?o0?ers an experience unlike any other. The
memories forged on those journeys remain vivid, echoing the wild spirit of the Last
Frontier.

Question

Answer

What ports of call were

featured in Frommer's Alaska

Cruises guide for 2007?

Frommer's Alaska Cruises guide for 2007 featured

popular ports of call including Juneau, Ketchikan,

Skagway, Glacier Bay, and Sitka.

Did Frommer's 2007 Alaska

Cruises guide include

information on smaller, less-

visited ports?

Yes, the 2007 guide included details on smaller ports

such as Haines, Petersburg, and Tracy Arm, o?ering

travelers alternative destinations beyond the main

cruise stops.

What activities did Frommer's

recommend at Alaska cruise

Vol. 2021, Issue 2
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ports of call in 20077

Frommer's recommended activities included whale
watching in Juneau, visiting the Totem Bight State
Historical Park in Ketchikan, exploring the historic
Gold Rush town of Skagway, and glacier viewing in
Glacier Bay.

Were there any changes in

Alaska cruise ports of call

highlighted in Frommer's 2007

edition compared to previous

years?

The 2007 edition noted an increased emphasis on

environmental tours and cultural experiences at ports

like Sitka and Haines, re?ecting a growing trend
toward eco-tourism and indigenous heritage
exploration.

How did Frommer's 2007

Alaska Cruises guide rate the

accessibility of various ports of

call?

Vol. 2021, Issue 2
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Frommer's 2007 guide rated ports like Juneau and

Ketchikan as highly accessible with ample shore

excursion options, while noting that some smaller

ports required more planning due to limited

transportation and facilities.

Frommer?s Alaska Cruises Ports of Call 2007: An Analytical Review of Alaska?s Premier
Cruise Destinations

frommer s alaska cruises ports of call 2007 provides an insightful snapshot into
the

key destinations that shaped the Alaska cruise experience during that year. As one of the
leading travel guides, Frommer?s detailed coverage of Alaska?s ports of call o?ers valuable
guidance for travelers seeking to explore the Last Frontier by sea. This article delves into
the notable ports featured on Alaska cruise itineraries in 2007, analyzing their appeal,
accessibility, and how they contributed to the overall cruise experience. By revisiting

these ports of call, we gain a clearer understanding of Alaska?s cruise industry dynamics
during that period and how they continue to in?uence contemporary travel trends.
Overview of Alaska Cruise Itineraries in 2007

In 2007, Alaska?s cruise industry was ?rmly established as a premier destination for North
American and international travelers. The typical Alaska cruise itinerary usually ranged
from 7 to 14 days, focusing on both the Inside Passage and Gulf of Alaska routes.

Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 often included a mix of well-known cities and
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remote wilderness access points, o?ering diverse experiences from cultural immersion to
breathtaking natural vistas.

Cruise lines such as Princess Cruises, Holland America, Celebrity Cruises, and Norwegian
Cruise Line dominated the region, each o?ering slightly di?erent port combinations and
shore excursion options. Frommer?s guide highlighted the importance of these ports not
only as stopping points but as gateways to Alaska?s unique ecosystems, native heritage,
and adventurous outdoor activities.

Key Ports of Call Featured in Frommer?s 2007 Guide

Frommer?s coverage in 2007 underscored several ports that remained popular for their
accessibility, amenities, and distinctive attractions. The following ports were particularly
prominent:

Juneau: Alaska?s capital city and a consistent highlight for cruise itineraries.
Juneau

o?ered visitors the chance to explore Mendenhall Glacier, go whale watching, and
experience local Tlingit culture.

Ketchikan: Known as the ?Salmon Capital of the World,? Ketchikan featured
vibrant

Native American art, historic Creek Street, and abundant ?shing opportunities.

Skagway: Famous for its Gold Rush history, Skagway provided a nostalgic
glimpse



frommer s alaska cruises ports of call 2007 Online PDF Vol. 2021, Issue 2

into Alaska?s pioneer era, with scenic railway excursions and heritage museums.

Glacier Bay National Park: Although not a traditional port with docking
facilities,

4.

cruises often included Glacier Bay as a scenic cruising highlight, allowing

passengers to witness active glaciers calving icebergs.

Hubbard Glacier: Another major natural attraction, Hubbard Glacier was
5.

frequently featured in Alaska cruises as a dramatic spectacle of glacial movement

and pristine wilderness.

Seward and Anchorage: Some longer cruises incorporated these southern
ports,

6.

o?ering access to Denali National Park and other interior Alaska landmarks.
Comparative Analysis of Popular Ports

Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 not only identi?ed these destinations but also
evaluated them based on visitor facilities, excursion diversity, and cultural signi?cance.
Juneau, for instance, was often praised for balancing urban amenities with natural
wonders, making it a versatile stop for di?erent traveler pro?les. The availability of guided
tours to Mendenhall Glacier and whale watching excursions contributed to its appeal.

In contrast, Ketchikan attracted visitors with its rich indigenous heritage and vibrant arts
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scene. Frommer?s guide emphasized the authenticity of native totem poles and the

opportunity to engage with local craftspeople. However, some critiques pointed to the

commercialized nature of certain tourist areas, which could detract from the more

genuine cultural experiences.

Skagway?s historical context set it apart, o?ering a sense of adventure tied to Alaska?s

gold rush legacy. The White Pass & Yukon Route railway was frequently highlighted as a

must-do activity, delivering both scenic beauty and a historical narrative. Compared to

Juneau and Ketchikan, Skagway?s smaller size and focused attractions made it a more

niche destination.

Natural Attractions Versus Urban Ports

A distinctive feature of Alaska cruises is the interplay between natural spectacles and

urban stops. Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 showcased this duality clearly.

Scenic cruising areas like Glacier Bay and Hubbard Glacier provided awe-inspiring views of

ice formations and wildlife, often cited as the emotional high points of the cruise. These

locations, while lacking traditional port facilities, were integral to the itinerary?s appeal.

Conversely, urban ports such as Anchorage and Seward o?ered logistical advantages with

better infrastructure and access to inland excursions. Denali National Park excursions

originating from these ports allowed passengers to extend their Alaska experience beyond

the coastline. Frommer?s guide suggested that combining coastal and interior visits

enriched the overall journey.
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Frommer?s Perspective on Shore Excursions and Port

Experiences

The 2007 guidebook recognized shore excursions as a pivotal element in?uencing
passenger satisfaction. Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 analysis stressed the
importance of diverse, well-organized excursions catering to various interests?from
wildlife viewing and hiking to cultural tours and ?shing.

For instance, Juneau?s whale watching trips were noted for their high success rates in
spotting humpbacks and orcas, o?ering a compelling reason to prioritize that port.
Ketchikan?s ?shing charters and totem pole tours provided immersive cultural insights,
which Frommer?s reviewers found valuable for travelers seeking authentic experiences.
However, Frommer?s also highlighted challenges related to port congestion during peak
cruise seasons, especially in smaller towns like Skagway and Ketchikan. The in?ux of
multiple ships simultaneously could strain local infrastructure and dilute the quality of the
visitor experience. This observation remains relevant for modern-day cruise planning,
emphasizing the need for staggered scheduling and sustainable tourism practices.
Accessibility and Transportation Considerations

Frommer?s 2007 coverage took into account the logistical aspects of reaching and
departing from Alaska?s cruise ports. Seattle and Vancouver were identi?ed as primary
embarkation points for Alaska cruises, with well-established air and sea links facilitating
traveler access.

Ports such as Anchorage and Seward, located further inland, required additional
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transportation arrangements, including train or bus transfers. Frommer?s advised
prospective cruisers to consider the time and cost implications of these transfers when
selecting itineraries.

In contrast, ports like Juneau and Ketchikan, accessible only by air or sea, added a layer of
adventure but also logistical complexity. These nuances were important for travelers
balancing convenience against the desire for authentic Alaskan experiences.

Legacy and Impact of 2007 Ports of Call on Alaska Cruise Tourism
Looking back, Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 helped shape a travel narrative
that balanced Alaska?s natural grandeur with cultural richness. The guide?s thorough
assessments in?uenced traveler expectations and helped cruise operators tailor their
o0?erings more e?ectively.

Many of the ports featured in 2007 remain central to Alaska cruise itineraries today, with
enhancements in infrastructure, excursion variety, and sustainability e?orts. The

emphasis on experiential travel and environmental stewardship, hinted at in the 2007
reviews, has only grown stronger.

Frommer?s approach to evaluating ports through a holistic lens?considering natural
beauty, cultural authenticity, visitor services, and operational logistics?continues to serve
as a model for contemporary travel guides and cruise planners alike.

In essence, revisiting Frommer?s Alaska cruises ports of call 2007 o?ers a valuable

perspective on how Alaska?s cruise destinations have evolved and why they continue to
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captivate travelers seeking the unique blend of wilderness and culture that de?nes the
region.

Frommer's Alaska cruises, Alaska cruise ports 2007, Frommer's cruise guide, Alaska cruise
itinerary 2007, Alaska cruise destinations, Frommer's travel Alaska, Alaska cruise stops

2007, Alaska cruise schedule, Alaska cruise reviews Frommer's, 2007 Alaska cruise ports

frommer s alaska cruises and ports of call 2010

Frommer?s Alaska Cruises and Ports of Call 2010

Exploring Alaska in 2010 through Frommer?s guide offered travelers an exceptional opportunity to
experience the rugged beauty, diverse wildlife, and unique cultural heritage of this northern frontier.
As one of the most popular cruise destinations in the world, Alaska?s expansive coastline beckoned
visitors with its majestic glaciers, towering mountains, and vibrant port cities. Frommer?s 2010
edition provided detailed insights into the best cruise itineraries, must-see ports of call, and insider
tips to enhance the traveler?s journey. Whether adventurers sought thrilling excursions or leisurely
explorations, Frommer?s guide was an invaluable resource for navigating the complexities and
wonders of Alaska?s cruise season in 2010.

Overview of Alaska Cruises in 2010
The Rise in Popularity

By 2010, Alaska had firmly established itself as a premier cruise destination. The increasing
popularity was driven by several factors:

- Expanding cruise lines offering diverse itineraries

- Enhanced onboard amenities and entertainment

- Growing interest in wildlife and natural scenery

- Ease of access via major West Coast departure ports such as Seattle and Vancouver

Frommer?s guide highlighted that the 2010 season saw an estimated 1.2 million visitors, a
significant increase from previous years, reflecting Alaska?s appeal to a broad demographic.
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Major Cruise Lines Operating in 2010
Several prominent cruise lines featured Alaska itineraries in 2010, each offering unique experiences:
- Royal Caribbean International
- Princess Cruises
- Holland America Line
- Celebrity Cruises
- NCL (Norwegian Cruise Line)

- Disney Cruise Line

Frommer?s detailed reviews of these lines emphasized their strengths, from luxury accommodations
to family-friendly options.

Typical Alaska Cruise Itineraries in 2010
Inside Passage Routes
The Inside Passage remained the most popular route, characterized by calm waters and scenic

landscapes. Typical itineraries included:

- 7-night round-trip cruises from Seattle or Vancouver
- Stops at ports such as Ketchikan, Juneau, Skagway, and Sitka
- Optional land tours into the Alaskan wilderness, including Denali National Park and Fairbanks
Glacier Cruises
Cruises focusing on glacier viewing often extended into the Gulf of Alaska, with highlights such as:
- Glacier Bay National Park
- College Fjord
- Hubbard Glacier
These cruises provided awe-inspiring sights of calving glaciers and ice formations.

Extended and Specialty Cruises

For more adventurous travelers, 2010 saw options like:



frommer s alaska cruises ports of call 2007 Online PDF Vol. 2021, Issue 2

- 14-night circumnavigation cruises around Alaska
- Luxury expedition cruises with expert naturalists
- Wildlife-focused voyages emphasizing viewing bears, whales, and seabirds

Major Ports of Call in 2010
Ketchikan
Known as the ?Salmon Capital of the World,? Ketchikan offered:
- Rich Native Alaskan heritage
- Historic Creek Street
- Wildlife excursions, including eagle viewing and salmon fishing
Frommer?s highlighted local attractions and recommended cultural tours and outdoor activities.
Juneau
Alaska?s state capital provided:
- Access to Mendenhall Glacier
- Alaska State Museum
- Wildlife cruises to see whales and sea lions
The guide advised visitors to explore the gold rush history and take scenic tram rides.
Skagway
Steeped in Gold Rush history, Skagway featured:
- Historic trolley tours of the Klondike Gold Rush Trail
- White Pass and Yukon Route railway rides
- Hiking and outdoor adventure opportunities

Sitka

A cultural hub of Tlingit history, Sitka offered:
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- Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel
- Alaska Raptor Center
- Native cultural performances
Other Notable Ports
Additional ports include:
- Haines
- Valdez
- Kodiak
Each port presented unique experiences, from fishing villages to remote wilderness.
Highlights and Recommendations from Frommer?s 2010 Guide

Best Times to Cruise

Frommer?s recommended the months of May through September for optimal weather and wildlife
viewing, with July and August being peak months.

Must-See Natural Attractions
The guide emphasized:
- Glacier Bay National Park?spectacular calving glaciers and abundant wildlife
- Denali National Park?accessible via land extension from cruise ports
- Prince William Sound?glaciers, fjords, and marine life
Cultural and Historic Sites
Visitors were encouraged to explore:
- Native Alaskan cultural centers and art galleries
- Historic gold rush towns

- Russian heritage sites in Sitka and Kodiak

Tips for Travelers
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Frommer?s provided practical advice:

- Book excursions early due to high demand

- Dress in layers?weather can change rapidly

- Bring binoculars for wildlife viewing

- Try local cuisine, especially fresh seafood and Alaskan king crab

Environmental Considerations and Conservation Efforts in 2010

Environmental awareness was gaining momentum in 2010. Frommer?s highlighted:

- Respect for wildlife and natural habitats
- Support for eco-friendly cruise lines committed to sustainability
- Participation in conservation programs such as whale and bird watching guidelines

Visitors were encouraged to be responsible travelers, minimizing their ecological footprint.

Conclusion: The Legacy of 2010 Alaska Cruises

The 2010 cruise season in Alaska, as documented by Frommer?s, represented a blend of natural
splendor, cultural richness, and adventure. The detailed itineraries, port descriptions, and practical
tips enabled travelers to craft memorable journeys into the Last Frontier. The combination of pristine
landscapes, vibrant communities, and the thrill of wildlife encounters made Alaska in 2010 a
must-visit destination. Frommer?s guide served as an essential companion, ensuring that visitors
could navigate the region?s offerings with confidence and appreciation. As Alaska continues to
evolve as a cruise destination, the insights from 2010 remain a valuable snapshot of the region?s
enduring allure and the ongoing commitment to sustainable tourism.

Frommer?s Alaska Cruises and Ports of Call 2010

In 2010, Frommer?s, a renowned travel guide publisher, released an insightful and comprehensive
overview of Alaska cruises and their ports of call, offering travelers valuable guidance for one of the
most breathtaking and adventurous regions of the world. Known for its detailed itineraries, practical
tips, and expert recommendations, Frommer?s 2010 edition focused on helping travelers navigate
the complexities of Alaskan cruises, from choosing the right cruise line to exploring the myriad of
ports dotted along Alaska?s rugged coastline. This article delves into the key features of Frommer?s
Alaska Cruises and Ports of Call 2010, analyzing the content, highlighting the major cruise routes,
port highlights, and the overall value this guide provided to travelers during that year.
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Overview of Frommer?s 2010 Alaska Cruise Guide

Frommer?s 2010 Alaska Cruise guide stood out for its meticulous attention to detail, combining
practical travel advice with rich historical and cultural context. The guide was designed to serve a
broad spectrum of travelers, from first-time cruisers to seasoned explorers, emphasizing the
importance of understanding Alaska?s diverse landscapes, wildlife, and indigenous cultures before
setting sail.

Purpose and Audience

The guide aimed to assist travelers in planning an enriching Alaska cruise experience by:

- Clarifying different cruise options, including luxury lines, expedition cruises, and mainstream
carriers.

- Providing detailed descriptions of ports of call, including Anchorage, Juneau, Ketchikan,
Skagway, Seward, and others.

- Offering insights into shore excursions, wildlife viewing, and cultural experiences.

- Addressing practical concerns such as best times to cruise, packing tips, and transportation
logistics.

Methodology
Frommer?s 2010 guide relied on a combination of expert reviews, traveler feedback, and in-depth
research. The authors traveled extensively, visiting ports firsthand, and consulting with cruise line

representatives, tour operators, and local experts to ensure accuracy and relevance. The guide
included maps, itineraries, and recommendations tailored to a variety of interests and budgets.

Major Alaska Cruise Routes in 2010

A key feature of Frommer?s 2010 guide was its detailed coverage of the primary cruise routes that
defined Alaska travel. These routes often formed the backbone of the cruise industry in the region,
offering travelers a spectrum of experiences from scenic vistas to wildlife encounters.

Inside Passage Cruises

The most popular route in 2010, the Inside Passage, stretched along the southeastern coast of
Alaska, connecting the ports of Seattle or Vancouver with Alaska?s scenic fjords and glaciers.

These cruises typically lasted 7-14 days and featured stops at several key ports.

Highlights of Inside Passage Cruises:
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- Scenic sailing through narrow fjords, lush rainforests, and towering glaciers.
- Wildlife sightings, including whales, seals, bald eagles, and sea otters.

- Visits to charming towns like Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway.

- Excursions such as dog sledding, salmon fishing, and glacier tours.

Gulf of Alaska Cruises
These cruises extended further north, often starting from Seward or Anchorage and heading to the
Kenai Peninsula and the Gulf of Alaska. They provided more extensive glacier viewing and
wilderness exploration.
Distinctive Features:

- Longer itineraries, often 10-14 days.

- Passage through scenic channels and fjords.

- Opportunities to see Hubbard Glacier, one of the largest tidewater glaciers in North America.

- Incorporation of land tours to Denali National Park and Anchorage.
Arctic and Wilderness Expeditions
For more adventurous travelers, Frommer?s highlighted expedition cruises venturing into the Arctic,
the Bering Sea, and remote wilderness areas. These cruises focused on wildlife, research, and

cultural immersion, often partnering with specialized operators.

Special Features:

- Zodiac excursions to observe polar bears, musk oxen, and walruses.
- Visits to indigenous communities and cultural sites.
- Educational programs about climate change and Arctic ecosystems.

Key Ports of Call in 2010

Frommer?s guide emphasized understanding each port?s unique attractions, history, and available
excursions. Below is a detailed analysis of the most frequented ports during the 2010 cruise season.

Juneau

As Alaska?s capital, Juneau was a central port for many cruises. The city?s rugged beauty and
access to wilderness made it a favorite among travelers.
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Highlights:

- Mendenhall Glacier and Glacier Gardens.

- Whale-watching tours in the nearby waters.

- Mount Roberts Tramway offering panoramic views.

- Native Alaskan cultural experiences at the Alaska State Museum.

Traveler Tips (2010):

- Book whale-watching trips early due to high demand.

- Combine city tours with outdoor adventures for a comprehensive experience.
Ketchikan

Known as the "Salmon Capital of the World," Ketchikan was famous for its rich indigenous history
and vibrant arts scene.

Highlights:
- Totem pole parks and Native heritage centers.
- Wildlife tours, including eagles and marine mammals.
- Creek Street, a historic red-light district turned charming shopping area.
- Sea kayaking and fishing excursions.
Traveler Tips (2010):
- Visit the Totem Heritage Center for cultural insights.
- Try local smoked salmon and seafood delicacies.
Skagway

Historically a gold rush town, Skagway offered a glimpse into Alaska?s frontier past.

Highlights:

- White Pass and Yukon Route railway, offering scenic mountain vistas.
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- Historical walking tours of Gold Rush-era buildings.
- Adventure activities like zip-lining and hiking.

Traveler Tips (2010):

- Arrive early for train excursions to avoid crowds.

- Explore the town?s museums to learn about its gold rush history.
Seward
As a gateway to Kenai Fjords National Park, Seward was pivotal for wildlife and glacier viewing.
Highlights:

- Kenai Fjords National Park boat tours.

- Exit Glacier hikes.

- Alaska Seal.ife Center for marine exhibits.
Traveler Tips (2010):

- Combine boat tours with glacier hikes for full immersion.

- Dress warmly, even in summer, as weather can be unpredictable.
Anchorage and Denali

While not always a port of call on cruise itineraries, many travelers combined their cruise with land
tours to Anchorage and Denali.

Highlights:
- Denali National Park?s wilderness and wildlife.
- Scenic flights over Mt. McKinley.

- Cultural experiences with local Alaska Native tribes.

Traveler Tips (2010):
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- Pre-book land excursions as they tend to fill quickly.
- Prepare for variable weather conditions.

Shore Excursions and Activities in 2010

Frommer?s 2010 guide dedicated considerable space to shore excursions, recognizing their
importance in enhancing the cruise experience.

Top Shore Excursion Categories

- Wildlife Watching: Whale cruises, bear viewing, and birdwatching.

- Adventure Sports: Kayaking, zip-lining, glacier trekking, and fishing.

- Cultural Tours: Native heritage sites, museums, and historic towns.

- Scenic Tours: Mountain railways, helicopter rides, and icefield explorations.
Practical Advice for Shore Excursions

- Book popular excursions early to secure spots.

- Wear layered clothing and waterproof gear.

- Be attentive to safety instructions, especially during outdoor activities.
- Consider guided tours for in-depth cultural and wildlife insights.

Technological and Logistical Considerations in 2010
In 2010, cruise technology and logistics were evolving, impacting how travelers experienced Alaska.
Onboard Technology
Most ships offered:
- Satellite Wi-Fi (though often expensive and slow).
- Digital navigation displays highlighting scenic points.
- Onboard entertainment and educational programs about Alaska?s ecology and history.

Transportation and Access

- Anchorage and Seward served as primary gateways, with many cruises starting or ending at
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these ports.

- Pre- and post-cruise land packages became popular, allowing travelers to explore interior
Alaska.

- Transportation options included shuttle services, taxis, and private transfers.

Environmental and Sustainability Issues

While environmental concerns were growing, 2010 marked a period of increased awareness.
Several cruise lines promoted eco-friendly initiatives, such as waste reduction and wildlife protection
programs.

Conclusion: Frommer?s 2010 Alaska Cruise Guide ? A Valuable
Resource

Overall, Frommer?s Alaska Cruises and Ports of Call 2010 provided an invaluable resource for
travelers seeking to understand the nuances of Alaska?s vast and varied landscape. Its detailed
itineraries, port descriptions, and practical tips helped travelers tailor their journeys according to their
interests ? whether it was wildlife, glaciers, indigenous culture, or frontier history. The guide?s
emphasis on planning and local insights empowered travelers to maximize their experience while
respecting the environment and local communities.

By combining expert advice with user-friendly information, Frommer?s 2010 edition served as both a
planning tool and an inspiration for countless adventurers eager to explore the Last Frontier. As
Alaska continues to be a premier cruise destination, the insights from this guide remain relevant for
understanding the region?s appeal and the evolving nature of Alaskan cruises.

Note: While this analysis focuses on the 2010 edition, many of the routes, ports, and tips remain
relevant today, reflecting Alaska?s enduring natural beauty and cultural richness.

QuestionAnswer What are the key highlights of Frommer's Alaska Cruises and Ports of Call
20107 The guide highlights popular destinations like Juneau, Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay,
offering detailed itineraries, shore excursions, and tips for experiencing Alaska's natural beauty and
wildlife in 2010. How does Frommer's 2010 guide recommend planning shore excursions in Alaska?
It suggests booking tours early, choosing activities that suit your interests such as wildlife viewing,
glacier tours, or cultural experiences, and provides insights into the best local operators and
must-see sites. Are there any new ports of call introduced in the 2010 edition of Frommer's Alaska
Cruises? Yes, the 2010 edition features some updated ports and destinations, including
lesser-known spots like Haines and Petersburg, offering travelers unique local experiences beyond
the major cruise ports. What advice does Frommer's 2010 guide give for Alaska cruise travelers in
terms of packing and preparation? It recommends packing layers, including waterproof clothing,
sturdy footwear, and binoculars for wildlife viewing, along with essentials like sun protection and
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cameras to capture scenic vistas. How does Frommer's 2010 guide address the environmental
considerations of Alaska cruises? The guide emphasizes responsible travel practices, encouraging
visitors to respect wildlife, dispose of waste properly, and choose eco-friendly excursions to help
preserve Alaska's natural environment. What are some recommended ports of call for cultural
experiences according to Frommer's 2010 Alaska cruise guide? Juneau's Alaska State Museum,
Ketchikan's Native heritage centers, and Skagway's Gold Rush history are highlighted as top
cultural stops with rich local history and indigenous insights. How does Frommer's 2010 edition
compare to other travel guides for Alaska cruises? Frommer's is known for its practical tips, detailed
itineraries, and honest reviews, making it a reliable resource for travelers seeking comprehensive
advice tailored specifically to Alaska's cruise experience in 2010.
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